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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR TBOE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



WILLARD ASSOCIATES, a limited partnership, 
d/b/a WILLARD lOTER-CONTINENTAL HOTEL, 



Plaintiff, 



V. 



BASIC RESEARCH, LLC 
Defendant. 



Civil Action Mo. 



COMPLAINT 

COMES NOW Plaintiff Willard Associates, a limited partnership, d/b/a Willard 
Inter-Continental Hotel, by and through its undersigned attorneys, and for its Complaint 
against Defendant, Basic Research, LLC states as follows: 

THE PARTIES 

1 . Plaintiff, Willaixi Associates, is a limited partnership d/b/a Willard Inter- 
Continental Hotel (hereafter, the "Willard") that operates a hotel located at 1401 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20004 (hereafter, the "Hotel"). The 
Willard's general partner is the Oliver Carr Company, a corporation organized and 
existmg under the laws of the District of Columbia, with its principal place of business 
located in Washington, D.C. 

2. Upon mformation and belief, defendant, Basic Research, LLC ("Basic 
Research") is a corporation organized and existmg under the laws of the State of Utah 
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with a principal place of business located in Salt Lake City, Utah. Basic Research 
conducts sigpdficant business in the District of Columbia. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This Court has original jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1332 because this action is between citizens of different States and the amount in 
controversy exceeds $75,000. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Basic Research 
because, among other things, Basic Research regularly conducts substantial business in 
the District of Columbia, because this action involves a Group Reservation Agreement 
that was solicited and negotiated in the District of Columbia and that called for 
performance in the District of Columbia, and because this lawsuit arises from Basic 
Research's transaction of business in the District of Columbia. 

4. This Court is the proper venue for fliis action. 

FACTS GIVING RISE TO TMS ACTION 

5 . On or about December 1 9, 2005 an agent of Basic Research met with a 
representative of tihe Willard at the Hotel to discuss securing a group reservation. This 
meeting took place in Washington, B.C. 

6. On or about January-27, 2006.Basic Research, by and.through its agent, 
Ms. Lyanne Swensen, executed a written and enforceable contract with the Willard 
entitled "Group Reservation Agreemenlf' (hereafter, the "Group Reservation 
Agreement"). Among other things, Ms. Swensen expressly represented to the Willard 
that she had the actual authority to bind Basic Research to the Group Reservation 
Agreement. Willard signed the Qioxsp Reservation Agreement on or about January 30, 
2006. A copy of the Group Reservation Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit A, and 
is incorporated by reference herem. 
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7. Under lie terms the Group Reservation Agreement, Basic Research agreed 
to make payments to the Willard in exchange for the Willard's holding open certain 
rooms and suites (including but not limited to numerous Standard rooms, an Executive 
Suite, the Oval Suite, and the Washington Suite) at the Hotel between the dates of 
February 27, 2006 and March 30, 2006. 

8. Specifically, per the Group Reservation Agreement, the Willard booked 
Basic Research for 534 room-nights at an average rate of $490.40 per room. The exact 
number of rooms and room type per night is set forfb in detail in the Group Reservation 
Agreement at Page 2 of 1 1 . Basic Research agreed to make foil payment to the Willard 
in the amount of $261,872.00 for its reservation of the rooms. Per the Group Reservation 
Agreement, Basic Research made a deposit with the Willard in the amount of $90,000.00 

9. Basic Research fiirtber agreed that in the event it cancelled its reservation, 
it would pay to the Willard a total amount of $222,591.00 as liquidated damages, 
representing 85% of the estimated room revenue. 

1 0. Pursuant to the Group Reservation Agreement, Basic Research provided 
the Willard with a Direct Billing Application identifying Basic Research as the firm to be 
billed for any charges under the Group Reservation Agreement. Basic Research further 
provided the Willard wilii a Credit Card Guarantee of Payment Form signed by Haley 
Blackett authorizing a direct charge of the $90,000 deposit amount to an American 
Express credit card identifymg the responsible party as Basic Research. 

11. On or about February 24, 2006, at approximately 6:07 PM, Basic Research 
sent an electronic mail communication to Uie Willaxd asking the Willard to release the 
rooms that it had booked under the Group Reservation Agreement. On or about Monday, 
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Febraary 27, 2006 at approximately 8:09 AM the Willard responded to Basic Research 
by electronic mail informing Basic Research that in light of its decision to cancel its 
reservation it must pay liquidated damages in the amount of $222,591.00, less its deposit 
amount. 

1 2. Despite numerous oral and written notices and demands for payment to 
Basic Research immediately thereafter, Basic Research never responded to the Willard 
until late May, 2006 when it refused to make payment to the Willard irrespective of 
obligations under the Grotqj Reservation Agreement. 

13. The Willard folly and properly performed its obligations under the Group 
Reservation Agrecauoit, but Basic Research materially breached the Group Reservation 
Agreement by refusing to pay the liquidated damages it owes to the Willard. 

14. Basic Research is indebted to the Willard in the amount of $132,591.00. 

COUNT I 
(BREACH OF CONTRACT) 

15. Each preceding paragraph of this Complaint is incorporated by reference 
as if My set forth herein. 

16. Under the terms of the Group Reservation Agreement, Basic Research 
undertook responsibility and liability for payment of all amounts due under the Group 
Reservation Agreement. 

17. The Willard fiilly and properly performed its obligations under the Group 
Reservation Agreement. 

18. Despite the Willard's fulfillment of its own obligations under the Group 
Reservation Agreement, Basic Research has failed, refused, and refuses to pay the 
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amounts it owes to the Willard in connection with Basic Research's cancellation of its 
reservation tinder the Group Reservation Agreement. 

19. Basic Research has materially breached the Group Reservation Agreement 
and remains in material breach of the Group Reservation Agreement. 

20. As a direct, proximate, and foreseeable result of Basic Research's breach 
of the Group Reservation Agreement, the Willard has suffered damages in the liquidated 
amount of $132,591. 00. 

WHEREFORE, the Willard prays that this Court enter Judgment against Basic 
Research and in favor of the Willard: 

(a) in the principal amount of $132,591.00, representing the contract balance 
owed by Basic Research; 

(b) for pre- and post- judgment interest per the Group Reservation Agreement 
and as allowed by law; 

(c) for the Willard's attomeys' fees, costs and disbursements incurred in this 

matter; and 

(d) for such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

COUNT n 
(PROMISSORY ESTOPPEL) 

2 1 . Each preceding paragraph of this Complaint is incorporated by reference 

as if fully set forth herein. 

22. On or about December 19, 2005, an agent of Basic Research contacted the 
Willard by walk-in appointment and asked a Willard representative about securing a 
group reservation. 
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23. Thereafter the Basic Research communicated with the "Willard through 
Basic Research's agent, Ms. Lynette Swensen. 

24. On or about January 27, 2006, Basic Research promised the Willard that it 
would pay to the Willard a deposit of $90,000.00 and a total amount of $261,872.00 in 
exchange for the Willard holding for Basic Research 536 room-nights at its Hotel 
(including but not limited to standard rooms, executive suites, liie Oval Suite, and the 
Washington Suite) between the dates of February 27, 2006 and March 30, 2006. 

25. On or about January 27, 2006, Basic Research further promised that 
should it thereafter cancel its reservation it still would pay to the Willard a sum of no less 
than $222,591.00. 

26. As a direct and foreseeable result of Basic Research's promise to pay the 
Willard, the Willard held open 536 room-nights for Basic Research as requested. 

27. On or about Friday, February 24, 2006, Basic Research cancelled its 
reservation. Despite repeated requests, however, Basic Research has failed and refused 
to pay the cancellation amount that it had promised to pay. 

28. The Willard reasonably rehed on Basic Research's clear and definite 
promise to pay, and Basic Research intended the Willard to rely on that clear and definite 

promise. 

29. Basic Research therefore is indebted to the Willard in the amount of 
$132,591.00, representing the cancellation fee it promised to pay, less the $90,000.00 
deposit that it already has paid. 

WHEREFORE, the Willard prays that this Court enter Judgment against Basic 
Research and in favor of the Willard: 
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(a) in the principal amount of $132,591. 00; 

(b) for pre- and post- judgment interest as allowed by law; 

(c) for the Willard's attorneys' fees, costs and disbursements incurred in this 
matter; and 

(d) for such other and furfher relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SEYFARra SHAW LLP 



2jJa 



David /..Blake, Esq. (Bar No. 463940) 
Z. Taylor Shultz, Esq. (Bar No. 485879) 
SEYFARTH SHAW LLP 
815 Connecticut Avenue, NW; Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20006-4004 
202-463-2400 (telephone) 
202-828-5393 (facsimile) 



Date; June 26, 2006 Attorneys for Plaintiff 



,*■ 
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UNITED STATES DISTBICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



WILLARD ASSOCIATES, a limited partnership, 
&bk WELLAED INTER-COWTINENTAL HOTEL, 
1401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D,C. 20004 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

BASIC RESEARCH, LLC 
Defendant. 



Civil Action No. 1 :06CV01 171 



ITRR ATA TO PLAHMTIFF'S COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff, Willaid Associates, a limited partnership, d/b/a Willard Inter- 
Continental Hotel ("Plaintiff"), by tmdersigned counsel, hereby submits Exhibit A to 
PlainlifPs Complaint m the above captioned action, as referenced at Paragraph 6, Page 2 
of the Complaint, Exhibit A is hereto attached. Plaintiff also submits a revised first page 
of the Complaint that sets forth Plaintiff's address in the caption. 

ftespectfidly submitted, 
SEYFARTH^SHAWLLP 

s/Z. Tavlor Shultz. 



David A. Blake, Esq. (Bar No. 463940) 
Z. Taylor Shultz, Esq, (Bar No. 485879) 
SEVTARTH SHAW LLP 
815 Connecticut Avenue, NW; Suite 500 
Washington, DC 200064004 
202-4€3-2400 (telephone) 
202-828-5393 (facsimile) 



Date: June 28, 2006 Attorneys for Plaintiff 



DC13D168895.I 
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CERTIFICATE OP SERVICE 
1 hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Errata To Plaintiffs Complaint was 
filed electronically and sent to Defendant for service by Private Process Server this 28 
day of lime, 2006. 



g/Z. Tavlor Shultz 
Z. Taylor Shultz 



DCl 30)68895.1 
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EXHIBIT A 
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TWa Coolniit ahalj li* govef wd t^i and can. trued uaiet the te«s of Ihe Ustrie of tsaunto. Jf afty 
provJsJon cf Ae- CbKb-jcJ !i unetiUv asWeaftdw ajq3ili(aye Jsv», Uui reawStUaj; ptoivisiiins fWU fljniinus in 
fid}&inMai>ilt>fiBCl. 

Cimfirmeel In {his iigrera»T,i stt .li-fcllBd «imjnlttvjnts and BnargemoaB hi be pwfvided. To ewbfc us lo 
provide m».:nimit savice nnjf nK}.b«ai«r.ts beycind these eoamrftmena s!ii}(di be &«3lcBtad bjr you ajion 
naunv of Iht sigjned cof^> vi fl»I» tjtestnBni. ITw condifion* dwB be-ewisjaexd conBnned ifon hotel's 
recent of rijoed oapy gf iMi ajre'Snori CwngEa must be ralZed by countor initial of safes isiannger), 
■whidi tt 16 be iwtf Ktd no 'flter Ihsr Jimsny 3?, iOOS, 

Siioulgi your met'Ung epsSHwlMa-. te is^uesltd by another oigEciBalfon prior w yoiir DplJoa date, the 
WUtani Iflter-GtmijitahJj A'iiihmg.'ii.T, «iU nniify you and ftcnrfde a forty^ight {58 how deciHOn yerSod 
'for ypworgicnizaijon to canQ;»i iltlscgnieeielitorrcletise ff^daUtnquiiscsd. 

Al any How. shtiiild anoJhw prsnnJ-'S'tion legtifcil yi>w spsctj ymi have the ri^lfll fiisl refusul fer Sivo CJ 
bjslixss iayi to ^|^ a CKiimn. cr j-^ HoUd has f}ie right lo ctionge liic $)aiu3 of this booking la a secotit} 
'opfion. 

Jf ifie condifjonj of Ihls agreemeni «■*« wSfli jxmr appravsl, ptosu mdJrale your accBplMica by s^nmg and 
ftiiunui^a ropy of Ws agtoinicnl '-y Jrausiy i7, M06, fiJJ artangeroenls wlU ba consSderad QdjL tenlttBW 
bisfe ur.til fWs docuineni It Mjyiitd and rah.m«J. It Is out widetaan*ng that Hvt nndensisnad Ji 
en^mvetBdbysaidctgii'tt.wfoi Wjtcsptlhisiigrtwwnt 

The parries exftxiSng '^'"'> cnnlrar. herebj* iqw^seni fliai Biey atanufcoFlaid to Wad-^ieliRijSictlvc 
prlnrfpala. 

fACS itaVa Of CONTRACT 

?i3th parties ngree ihal a iK^iml.c ifnsmls'l.w (with confimiaHcqi) of 8rft omtrieloaFStJtubeff ao^tabil* 

ilttltvjjryBftdJjIgnllyUmlsihtwtnrw: O tSUs afruuwcnl, 

Katie "niBjnpKia 
WJBwrdlatetCOhimrnl 




Ms. Lj-nthneSvpoEam Katie "HiowipKia 

Bnsic Ksf ^(rflJ WJBwrd fatetCOhiinrmal Wa&Sngbai DC 



DATE ' DATE 
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iJan an DS IdsSla 
I • 



Bai5t7p*ta-3 



p. 6! 



bEPOSlTltJVDtCB 



GbOUPNAMfe 
GRCSJPCCOTyKm 



HOTH> 

KafeThompJcn ■ 



ADtlKESSr 

57C W(»J harokJ Ciily Otivi 

DATES: 

. PebruptyaOOS 

•ROmXKEVmVE: 



ftaotaTi/pt 


n uf&oiKm 


AWDRtii&ae 


Tool 


SrindattJ 


SM 


■ $49040 


i'iXumm 



roposiTSCSfeoum 



feHMS^¥?ifi?)^*aa^ 


Sii^«{SSa(ISa?b5i4^)^ 


sai8ag?tesw?sjs 


' InrdalDcpusil 


i/ao/aoos 


90JDDa<» 



*l>:pt*lt dots not i-idude nid lii.Tnnl loom nif^w and Jnddailal charges dua in fcl! uptfa depatiuiR. 

METHOODrPAYlvIENTi 

Eteposil iftiy lj« nsii3s &y a canpany c heck, wire iraMsfer osf aedlt r««J w Kiied IkIdw. 



* ■ftSiBTipnsfis'bismKtare: 




IVinai^ InietCoBti'navbil tVashisglon OC 
CmmSKfSS. 
MCKJGSlrestiNW 
WraliIagtoii,&C.2(XK» 
ABA#2S4070X}S 
A/Cir«SJSS3ra 

(RciW l4d 525,(9 hxncUcig tee for eadi tnnsftt} 
,:? Ctftfitrard feijrn!' will tw prpvidai upon Kqutst 
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•pjHEcyBHUPKS APPUCATIOM 
EESEBEKCfi 



_jpaaisi!S/F«)&_ 



ADDBtESSv, 



ACXl!»- 



JSKJKE;. 



HaJLELNAME , . • — ■ — - — O^agQgX/grVBn:, . 



ABia^a__— — — — __„►*«*«■>.«. 

WHftT vyjS li^ 'S^StEL USED t^CK; _ ^ ., i . ■ ■ 



PHONE. 



vma3r'e1^A5'IH£MCJJSL USEPTOR^.- ' — 






"l"l"'l IT'S* 



rsASSTOEeajvEsajBYDiREcrsiLlsaafe JNirwu . 



TrnnrrrH", , — — - ■*■ ' ' ~ *" 
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I' Jttn 3D 05.' lOiSDa 



aDisiv?«'aB 



p,Z 



CnHirrCAKDGUAKANTIEOTrATMEKTrOEM 
', Tta 8ie fflUowmg rndivfeiiM) or < uncILtni 



Name: __, 


Ms. I.TTOTn* Svipsstiit 


CtaYaaj'! 


SasIcRiteitra 


Address ^ 


. TTWWtfjtlBroldGalhr Drive . . 




. SaftLpteatv.UTMnS 


Tel/Itoi?: _ 


m-^o-t<!Zi/Bai-si7-!mi 


Onrtieda»9>ic«f; . , 





Ho!e1»lttiCatetJttg.cr^'!rfcen»Si-svIoe3«in!!ich , 

RoKn k lax oaij' 

■ , . , Briii;ii«C3arpa 



•SOaBaBESBSL 



other, efefiiwd t*iw 



&edaC»rfT^&^^l.^^to •^'=l4- (iSgg^lS -7fOOK Ecp.Date n/p^ 
Na!ines!;>l^at>Pffl>rtl6tiil!c-C^t& Hi^l<^ l^gJ/fLE^t' 

?aiinfijwctes= .j^cYk v^^f to.tel 6f/,t4|-^akf: 



Ctid Kdilrr's Sgnalui-e: 



Qi[yIf£Ut^ 



i^ 



■ pudt used as full jpjiyraamcri;i:,tnmtise vrtll be diatgisiwJiMi iatiB5rOC«<cr)r» of flrtiVaJ. 
. ♦pads tcediisz4«^il:y«^ b« c1iaJB«d M 5)>Pciftrf oKtheconb^tt. 

vtSBiottt die pltfiie Wfy of I3:« «u4i 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



WILLARD ASSOCIATES, a limited partnership, 
(M5/a WILLARD INTER-CONTINBNTAL HOTEL, 
1401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 



Plaintiff, 



v. 



BASIC RESEARCH, LLC 
Defendant. 



CivU Action No. l:06CV0n71 



COMPLAINT 

COMES NOW PlaintifFWillard Associates, a limited partnerdiip, d/b/a Wfflard 
Inter-Continental Hotel, by and through its undersigned attorneys, and for its Complaint 
against Defendant, Basic Research, LLC states as follows: 

THE PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff, Wilted Associates, is a limited partnership d/b/a Willard Inter- 
continental Hotel (hereafter, the "Willard") that operates a hotel located at 1401 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20004 (hereafter, the "Hotel"). The 
Willard' s general partner is the Oliver Carr Company, a corporation organized and 
existing under the laws of the District of Columbia, with its principal place of business 
located in Washington, D.C. 

2. Upon information and belief, defendant Basic Research, LLC ("Basic 
Research") is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Utah 



